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In the spring of the year, the season of rebirth and renewal, on the festival of Pesach, we read from the Song
of Songs.  The poetry of nature and of love evokes, as well, the love between God and the people Israel, and
their Covenant-betrothal.

Arise my beloved, my fair one,

And come away;

For lo, the winter is past.

Flowers appear on the earth,

The time of singing is here.

The song of the dove

Is heard in our land.

Let us go down to the vineyards

To see if the vines have budded.

There will I give you my love.

Group take less than a kezayit (the volume of one olive) of the karpas (parsley), dip it into salt-water, and
recite the following blessing:

המָדָאֲהָ ירִפְּ   ארֵֹוּב   םָלֹועהָ , , ְךֶלמֶ   ּוניהֵֹלאֱ   יי   הּתָאַ   ְךּורָּב  

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha’olam, borei p’ri ha’adamah.

Blessed are You, Lord, our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.
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