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Concluding reading
Contributed by Alon Ferency
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Leader: At the beginning of the Passover Seder, we are commanded to consider ourselves as though we, too,
had gone out from Egypt. At the end of the Seder (and once in the middle) – we say the words, “Next year in
Jerusalem” to recognize that, just as redemption came for our ancestors, so, too, will redemption come for us
in this generation. For those of us fortunate enough to have a roof over our heads, we may understand these
words to mean that the parts of us that feel adrift will find steady footing. However, for the world’s 65 million
displaced people and refugees, these words can be a literal message of hope that they will be able to rebuild
their lives in a safe place.
1st Reader: After experiencing unimaginable trauma and often making harrowing journeys out of danger,
refugees across the United States are finding liberation after oppression. For Mohammad Ay Toghlo and his
wife, Eidah Al Suleiman, the dream of “Next year in Jerusalem” has become a reality in Buffalo, New York.
After war came to their village outside Damascus, they witnessed the murder of their pregnant daughter and
the kidnapping of their son. They sold their car to pay a large ransom and then ultimately escaped to
Lebanon. After a lengthy vetting process, Mohammed, Eidah, and their youngest son, Najati, received word
they would be resettled by HIAS through the Jewish Family Service of Buffalo. Mohammed says For
Magboola, the cooking pot that was small enough to carry but big enough to cook sorghum to feed herself
and her three daughters on their journey to freedom –
Refrain: Dayeinu - it would have been enough.
2nd Reader: Even as we give thanks for these small miracles and incomplete blessings in the world as it is,
we know that this is not enough. We dream of the world as it could be. We long for a world in which safe
passage and meager possessions blossom into lives rebuilt with enough food on the table, adequate
housing, and sustainable jobs. We fight for the right of all people fleeing violence and persecution to be
warmly welcomed into the lands in which they seek safety, their strength honored and their vulnerability
protected. When these dreams become a reality
Refrain: Dayeinu : it will have been enough.

